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Welcoming  
New Leadership

In October, we hired a new President 
& CEO; Bekah Clawson. She comes to 
us with an extensive background in 
nonprofit service to the community.

To read about why she’s bringing 
optimism to this role ... turn to Page 4. 



2  |  Taste of Hope

2021 IN REVIEW

Blackford
402,000+ 

Meals

Delaware
2,231,000+ 

Meals

Grant
1,037,000+ 

Meals

Henry
716,000+ 

Meals

Jay
567,000+ 

Meals

Madison
1,921,000+ 

Meals

Randolph
557,000+ 

Meals

Wabash
557,000+ 

Meals

Economic Impact across  
Our Service Area 

made possible in 2021

$17,141,239

7,980,000+ Meals

Feeding America’s annual audit values food
and non-food resources at $1.79 per pound

• Launched Operation Full  
Pack to help Veterans and Active 
Service Families with 8 Partners

• 400 distributions through schools
• Added 3 new Big Idea Schools

2,607,000+ Meals
made possible by
Partner Agencies

= 10,000 Meals

4,215,000+ Meals
made possible by 
Mobile Distributions

• 153 
Neighborhood 
and Small  
Community 
Distributions

• 129 Tailgates

• Tailgates  
serve 400 
Households 
on Average

1,094,000+ Meals
made possible by our 
Directed Initiatives



To learn more, visit  
curehunger.org/eliminating-poverty  

or contact Carol Bradshaw, Forward STEPS  
Manager, at CBradshaw@curehunger.org

97,656 
Period Supplies

46,762 
Books

Through our Forward STEPS initiative, the community 
has participated in 933 hours of training, investigating 
the complicated barriers that poverty creates to access 
essential nutrition and resources. The Community Food 
Experience (pictured below) and the Life in the State of 
Poverty simulation are interactive workshops offered to 
the public and groups. This initiative includes classes for 
families including Getting Ahead, Getting Ahead in the 
Workplace, and Staying Ahead.

In October of 2021, Second Harvest joined the 
Partnership for a Healthier America’s Healthy 
Hunger Relief program! This initiative has 
connected over 50 Food Banks and given 
them tools to transform their offerings to the 
community. PHA partners have:

• Removed 19 million pounds of  
low nutrition food from the charitable 
food system

• Added 115 million pounds of high 
nutrition food to the charitable  
food system

• Improved the lives of over 14 million 
Americans by providing access to  
the foods they need to maintain  
good health 

We’re honored to do our part and help 
Partnership for a Healthier America pursue 
food equity. Over the next two years, we 
will be updating our warehouse databases 
with a sliding scale of nutrition for all 
offerings, allowing our Agency Partners to 
select healthier options for the community.
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392,820 
Diapers



Meet The New Boss: From the Desk of

BEKAH CLAWSON
A new year makes me feel optimistic. I feel positive 
about new ideas and new starts. People smarter than I 
am have determined that there are only three steps to 
making a new start.  

  1. Preparing  
 2. Taking that first step 
 3. Continuing until you reach the finish line 
 
Although simplistic, I believe that these smart people 
may be right. With those three simple steps in sight, 
this is already shaping up to be a successful year. 
Second Harvest Food Bank is on an upward trajectory 
in 2022, having spent the last quarter of 2021 in 
preparation. Looking at the past helps inform the 
future. Considering the ways Second Harvest pivoted 
its programming and directly responded to the needs 
of the community these last two years gave the staff 
confidence that anything is possible. Now the plans 
involve listening, collaborating, and responding to the 
needs in our eight-county service area in bigger and 
better ways, both with food and non-food items.

The Board of Second Harvest planned ahead by hiring 
me in advance of the former CEO’s retirement, so I 
could spend almost three months gaining valuable 
knowledge from him. What better way for a leader to 
start a new year than with the confidence that crucial 
information has been passed on and important 
introductions have been made?

We are always excited to meet new volunteers. During 
the height of the pandemic, Second Harvest couldn’t 

have volunteers in our building. My, how we missed 
them! But now, former volunteers have returned, and 
new volunteers have joined us.

It sounds like we have planned well, but have we 
done anything to take that first positive step in 
2022? I am happy to report that we have. In the last 
quarter, we determined with our staff how to expand 
our programming to meet the needs of more of our 
neighbors as well as how it would raise our budget. We 
are stepping out in faith in 2022 and looking forward to 
expansions in our Big Idea School programming. We 
would ultimately like to meet the needs of children and 
their parents in every elementary and middle school 
in our service area. We are also looking to expand 
Forward Steps programming into more counties and 
businesses. With this intention in mind, we will again be 
looking for partners and donors interested in making a 
lasting difference in the lives of individuals and families 
in poverty. We know that will take some work and also 
some dedicated and committed donors to help us 
fund these expansions.

As we continue the process of making a lot of first 
steps, we are also mindful of the fact that the third 
point is “continuing until you reach the finish line.” We 
are ready, committed, and with you — our partner 
agencies, donors, and loyal volunteers — we will 
continue until we reach the finish line. Then we will start 
the process all over again. After all, providing “Help 
for Today … and Hope for Tomorrow” is what Second 
Harvest Food Bank is all about. 

Bekah Clawson, 
President and CEO
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“The plans involve  
listening, collaborating,  
and responding to the 
needs in our service  
area in bigger and  
better ways.”
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WHAT OUR COMMUNITY IS SAYING
“The kids were sooo excited to get books. We told them to take 
as many as they wanted and one girl teared up as she was so 
excited to have books of her own. She took a box full. Over half 
were gone in a day. We will leave them in the student center for 
the kids to go through tomorrow.”

— Sheri Watson, Special Ed teacher at Muncie Central High School

“Forward STEPS literally changed my life and put me on a 
different trajectory. I wasn’t sure of my own personal goals, so 
they taught me how to create SMART Goals for myself, to get to 
the goals I wanted to achieve. I don’t think I would be on the path 
I’m on today if I hadn’t gone through Forward STEPS.”

— Erica Robinson, Forward STEPS Graduate

“We have a new resident who moved in with little to nothing. I 
worked with him to get the help he needed, and other residents 
donated items that could help. Not only did our new resident 
assist in passing out food to his neighbors, but he was also so 
grateful for the items he received.”

— Kyleigh Huxhold, Village at White River, Anderson

“We always have food for our guests each month and we also 
give hygiene items; deodorant, menstrual supplies, and more. 
They seem very grateful for both. We have had some very ill 
clients we are staying in touch with between distributions, and we 
have developed a caring relationship with many of our people.”

— Reach Yorktown Ministry

“This makes me so happy! I know that Dunkirk is a food desert 
with great need for food to feed struggling families. My dad grew 
up there and it just warms my heart to see your efforts to get 
food to the people that need it across East Central Indiana. You 
all are truly hunger heroes.”

— John Jacob Neiman III, Community Member

A volunteer veteran takes food to a tent community of homeless 
veterans. They were homeless themselves a few years back 
and they know first-hand the struggles of a veteran. Without 
volunteers like this, we would struggle to reach underserved 
populations, because connecting with these individuals in need 
requires a trusting relationship.
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Download our 
Mobile App!

get.theapp.co/ghrg

• Updates and Cancellations
• Easy Donations
• Volunteering

WELCOME NEW TEAM MEMBER
Shawna Waters — Big Idea Coordinator

Shawna joined Second Harvest at the beginning of November. A 
Muncie native, she is happy to work with a non-profit organization that 
assists those in need right here in our own local communities. 

She began her education at Ball State, and finished with degrees in 
Social Work and Sociology at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. The 
majority of her career has been spent in the mental health field; more 
specifically addictions. She has a passion for helping others and is 
excited to do so in a different capacity in her new role as the Big  
Idea Coordinator.
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Strategic Partners

Grantors and Foundations

APPRECIATING  
OUR SUPPORTERS 2022

BOARD MEMBERS
Keith O’Neal   — Board Chair 
Destiny Christian Church 
International, Inc. 
Muncie, Indiana

Kim Rattray — Vice Chair 
Prime Trust Federal Credit Union 
Muncie, Indiana

Alexis Neal  — Secretary 
I.U. Health Ball Memorial Hospital 
Muncie, Indiana

Alan Finn — Treasurer 
Ball State University 
Muncie, Indiana

Jack Basler — Past Board Chair 
Healthcare Consultant 
New Castle, Indiana

Del Brinson 
Advanced Agrilytics 
Muncie, Indiana

David Chacon 
Woodforest Bank 
Muncie, Indiana

Steve Davis 
Deltec Solutions 
Muncie, Indiana

Sue Errington 
Indiana State Representative  
Muncie, Indiana

Brian Nixon 
Brian Nixon Family Farms 
Yorktown, Indiana

Brian Ring 
Henry County Health 
New Castle, Indiana

Bill Schuhmacher 
Northwest Bank 
Muncie, Indiana

Anthony Williams 
Southview Elementary 
Muncie, Indiana

Visit www.CureHunger.org for 
information on how you can join the 
fight to end food insecurity in East 
Central Indiana.



Whether you’re giving time, talent, or treasure, Second Harvest Food Bank appreciates our donors.  
The great news is that there is an abundance of ways you can donate to Second Harvest. 

Here are just a few ways to donate:

Create a Facebook fundraiser and 
share with friends and family to 

support Second Harvest.

Create a 
Facebook FundraiserDonate Online

Go to  
CureHunger.org/Get-Involved/Donate 

and click “Donate Now.”

Become a Monthly Donor
Select “monthly” under Donation Frequency 
when donating online through our website. 

A designated monthly donation of $25 
provides up to 100 meals!

Join a Donor 
Appreciation Circle

We have three giving circles you can join:
Steve and Sarah Davis Impact Circle 

$1,000+/year for three years
Steve and Amy Bassett Leadership Circle 

$5,000+/year for three years
Linda Gregory Legacy Circle  

$60,000+

15-ECIIN-0222-N

L: 6621 N. Old State Road 3, Muncie, IN 47303
P: (765) 287-8698
W: CureHunger.org

For every bowl 
you fill this March, 

our generous 
supporters will do 
the same! Each 
donation will be 
MATCHED, so we 

can provide twice 
as much help for 
today and hope 

for tomorrow.


