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Kathy Nelson, Big Idea Volunteer 
in Jay County

“A mother living across from a Big Idea 
School where I volunteer, walked to our food 
distribution and waited because she had no 
car. It was so cold, and she did not have a coat. 
We were able to help her carry food to her 
home, which was mostly empty of furnishings. 
She recounted how this was their food for the 
week and how grateful she was for our timely 
school distribution. We were able to help her 
also get some warm clothing. It really opens 
your eyes to how some of our students live.”

“Meeting the families, hearing them express 
how appreciative they are, and getting smiles 
& hugs from the students have kept me excited 
about this program! I look forward to working 
with other community leaders and teachers to 
make this a happy place for everyone.”

Matt Weaver, 
Forward STEPS Volunteer

“During a debrief after a Poverty Simulation, 
a coordinator brought attention to someone 
given the role of a single, elderly patient who 
had significant transport issues. This lady 
was bound to her home with limited access 
to funds, food, or communication. Each of 
the neighboring teams was amazed how 
they had failed to recognize their neighbor 
struggle until after the time they could have 
helped her. My dream is for these students 
to go home and look around their own 
neighborhoods. The poverty simulator allows 
a fresh perspective. Volunteering with the 
poverty simulation trains people how to have 
empathy for others. For me, this is one of the 
biggest lessons in life.”

VOLUNTEER ROCK STARS



Poverty is a reality for many individuals and families, 
but unless you have experienced it firsthand, it is 
difficult to realize the depth and complexity of the 
situation faced by many in our community. To 
achieve a better understanding of the challenges 
facing our under-resourced neighbors, Second 
Harvest hosts The Community Food Experience 
and Poverty Simulation. These unique, enlightening 
trainings help individuals grasp what life is like when 
faced with a lack of resources.

The Community Food Experience is a 90-minute 
interactive simulation that challenges participants 
to manage a tight budget and stay within nutritional 
guidelines when faced with true-to-life challenges.

The Poverty Simulation is a 3-hour transformative, 
role-playing experience that demonstrates what life 
is like during a given month for families who may be 
living in poverty.

COMMUNITY FOOD EXPERIENCE & 
POVERTY SIMULATION

CUREHUNGER.ORG/SIMULATION

UNDERSTANDING 
POVERTY

 
Poverty Simulation 

June 25 
August 4 
November 5

 
Community Food Experience 

May 23 
July 16 
September 15 
October 1

Register Today!

During these simulations, participants examine 
poverty through a different lens then share their 
observations and insights from the activity at a 
guided debrief. The debrief allows participants to 
discover bias they may have held, explore barriers 
in their community, and discuss solutions.

The Community Food Experience and Poverty 
Simulation are made available to the public 
free of charge through the generous support of 
our sponsors. Sign up individually, register as a 
group, or volunteer to help by registering at 
curehunger.org/simulation.



From the Desk of

BEKAH CLAWSON
Maybe you have noticed that there are some empty shelves 
in your grocery store. Every trip to the grocery store has me 
returning home with at least something on my list that was not 
available or something I had to settle for instead. You’ve heard 
it for a while now; we are experiencing supply chain issues in 
many areas in our country. In addition to the food industry, it 
affects the auto industry, consumer electronics, pet food, and 
clothing manufacturing. 

Food banks are having a lot of the same issues as grocery 
stores. Supply chain challenges have retailers like grocery 
stores and food manufacturers donating less, despite greater 
need. Certain items are just not available even if we go through 
our network for bulk purchasing instead of relying on food 
donations. The last several years have been a roller coaster for 
sure. Second Harvest has to pivot once again to source food in 
non-traditional and unique ways.

If you are a guest who relies on our direct programs or partner 
agencies, please know we are doing our best to get you the 
food you need. If you are a donor, know that your gifts are 
needed even more now as we continue to seek resources to 
help feed our neighbors. Take advantage of the matching 
campaign coming up this summer and your financial donation 
will go even further.

Bekah Clawson, 
President and CEO
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2022

BOARD MEMBERS
Keith O’Neal — Board Chair 
Destiny Christian Church 
International, Inc. 
Muncie

Kim Rattray — Vice Chair 
Prime Trust Federal Credit Union 
Muncie

Alexis Neal — Secretary 
I.U. Health Ball Memorial Hospital (Ret.) 
Muncie

Alan Finn — Treasurer 
Ball State University 
Muncie

Jack Basler — Past Chair 
Healthcare Consultant 
New Castle

Del Brinson 
Advanced Agrilytics 
Muncie

Sue Errington 
Indiana State Representative  
Muncie

Steve Davis 
Deltec Solutions 
Muncie

Anthony Williams 
Southview Elementary 
Muncie

Brian Nixon 
Brian Nixon Family Farms 
Yorktown

Bill Schuhmacher 
Teachers Credit Union 
Muncie

Brian Ring 
Henry Community Health 
New Castle

Visit www.CureHunger.org for 
information on how you can join the 
fight to end food insecurity in East 
Central Indiana.
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WE’RE HELPING 
OUR AGENCIES 

CHILL OUT

Second Harvest Food Bank secured funding to help some of our partner food 
pantries. The $20,000 grant was aimed at building capacity of TEFAP (The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program) Agencies and is helping our partner 
pantries upgrade or increase their refrigerator and freezer space to serve their 
communities by providing more healthy, nutritious foods. These include fresh 
produce, meat, and dairy.

Operation Love in Anderson and St. Martin Food Pantry in Marion are the first 
to receive their new equipment. Operation Love serves between 400 and 500 
Madison County food-insecure families per month. The upgraded equipment 
helps them offer variety to their neighbors and ensures they have enough stock 
to serve all those in need. St. Martin provides free hot breakfasts and lunches 
daily and distributes them to families through their food pantry. The upgraded 
freezers help support their meal distribution and offer a greater variety of 
perishable food choices for their neighbors who visit the food pantries.

We’re excited to be able to support our food pantry partners with these funds!
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A DAY AT ASBURY SENIOR SAFETY NET 
Today was another wonderful food distribution on 
a beautiful day! Guests waiting in line commented 
on how nice the weather was. Some talked 
about the flowers decorating their yards. They 
were served by the usual eager volunteers. The 
camaraderie is heartwarming, and they are a very 
ambitious group.

It was a nice assortment of groceries and many 
spoke of their appreciation. People were glad to 
have a variety of produce, as well as hygiene kits. 
The line seemed longer than usual and surely part 
of it was they were all trying to get there early 
enough to get the needed supplies. A visitor from 

Anthem stopped by to pass out resources for the 
folks in line … and cookies for the volunteers!

Just as the day was wrapping up, a man 
approached with a donation of his own — he saw 
this distribution was happening and wanted to 
share. Nicely done!

“I enjoy helping others, and would 
rather do the food distribution 
than give a sermon.”
              - Pastor Joe
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NEW TEAM MEMBERS
We are glad to welcome several staff members to our office.

Bob Stacy has lived in Muncie for over 30 
years, with 25 years of experience as a high 
school teacher and assistant principal. He 
always found the most rewarding aspect 
to be the students’ accomplishments 
beyond graduation. He is looking forward 
to building on the existing partnerships and 
programs that Second Harvest currently 
has, while helping develop new partners  
and programs! 

Bob and his wife love biking on the Cardinal 
Greenway, supporting local restaurants, 
and traveling around the country ... only 15 
more states to go!

Bob Stacy
Partnerships and Programs Coordinator
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APPRECIATING OUR SUPPORTERS

Nate Huff
Marketing Manager 

Nate Huff has experience in a wide 
variety of industries, including 
information technology, security,  
non-profits, and more. Nate moved 
here from Indianapolis and brought 
with him a propensity for strategic 
thinking regarding brand and 
messaging, business processes, 
and the creation of tools and 
automated workflows. 

Outside of Second Harvest, Nate 
enjoys a good cup of coffee and 
some weekend autocross racing.



Whether they’re giving time, talent, or treasure, Second Harvest Food Bank appreciates our donors.  
The great news is that there is an abundance of ways you can donate to Second Harvest. 

Here are just a few ways to donate:

Create a Facebook fundraiser and 
share with friends and family to 

support Second Harvest.

Create a 
Facebook FundraiserDonate Online

Go to  
CureHunger.org/Get-Involved/Donate 

and click “Donate Now.”

Become a Monthly Donor
Select “monthly” under Donation Frequency 
when donating online through our website. 

A designated monthly donation of $25 
provides up to 100 meals!

Join a Donor 
Appreciation Circle

We have three giving circles you can join:
Steve and Sarah Davis Impact Circle 

$1,000+/year for three years
Steve and Amy Bassett Leadership Circle 

$5,000+/year for three years
Linda Gregory Legacy Circle  

$60,000+
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