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• Help For Today 

Hope For Tomorrow

• Initiative Updates
• Fill-A-Bowl 2020
• How You Can Help

HOW WE’RE RESPONDING
TO COVID-19

Mid May-April 2020: 
1,500,000 pounds of food 
has been distributed to our 
neighbors in need during 26 
Tailgate Distribution events, 
as well as other Second 
Harvest initiatives:
• 4,800 families that are 

a part of the 35 Second 
Harvest The Big Idea 
initiative schools have 
received 145,000 pounds 
of food.

• 90 deliveries of 45,900 
pounds of food to 
Agency Partners of 
Second Harvest — which 
include soup kitchens, 
church pantries, and 
shelters, for example.

• 15,000 pounds of food 
have helped 750 families 
via Neighborhood 
Association groups.

• 30 Army National Guard 
soldiers assisting with 
high food demand.

Second Harvest Food Bank of East Central Indiana is carefully 
monitoring developments regarding the COVID-19 (coronavirus). 
We are the region’s largest hunger-relief organization with a network 
of 96 agency partners and 35 schools in Blackford, Delaware, Grant, 
Henry, Jay, Madison, Randolph, and Wabash counties.

“Our first concern is your health and well-being. 
We stand with community leaders in our shared 
responsibility to protect lives,” said Tim Kean, CEO/
President of Second Harvest. “As a food bank, we are skilled at 
disaster and emergency response. We are coordinating with local 
agencies and disaster response teams to activate the strategies 
that will help us mitigate hunger in the weeks to come.”

Continued on Page 2

8-COUNTY
IMPACT
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HOW WE’RE 
RESPONDING

From the Desk of 
TIM KEAN
I would like to take this opportunity to 
express our thanks for the tremendous 
response we received to our Fill-A-Bowl 
2020 Fundraiser. The support from our 
communities came in abundance online, 
filled our mailbox, and over the phone. A 
special thank you to our primary sponsor, 
PrimeTrust Federal Credit Union.

Our goal was to raise $50,000 and you 
reached out to us and blessed us with over 
$72,000! What a tremendous jump start 
this gives us towards the challenges we 
are facing right now. These donations have 
significantly helped us get through the 
increased need we are challenged with.

As we move forward, we are in need of 
continued support as we respond to 
COVID-19 with increased food distributions 
to our neighbors in need in our eight 
county service area. Please consider 
giving online to the COVID-19 Emergency 
Response Fund at CureHunger.org.

Thank you, again, for the 
tremendous support you have 
shown Second Harvest Food 
Bank of East Central Indiana.

Tim Kean 
President & CEO

Processes that are Changing
Increased Tailgate Food Distributions 
Second Harvest is ramping up the number of 
times we purchase and secure semi-truck loads 
of food from several times per month to several 
times per week in order to recognize the increase 
in demand.

Second Harvest is getting food out quickly 
through our Agency Partners. 
Agency Partners provide hunger-relief services to 
schools, food pantries, soup kitchens, and shelters. 
We are encouraging our network of 96 Agency 
Partners in our service area to not close, but add 
more frequent food distributions held outside 
their facility with pre-bagged food in a drive-thru 
fashion, for example.

Big Idea Initiative 
It is important to note that all 35 schools in Second 
Harvest’s 8-county region that participate in our 
Big Idea initiative are receiving food distributions 
at their regular time and date.

Neighborhood Associations 
Second Harvest is reaching out to neighborhood 
association leaders to offer our assistance. 
We don’t want people to feel like they need to 
organize a location, purchase food, and distribute 
on their own. Second Harvest can significantly 
leverage every dollar.

Emergency Management Association and 
Army National Guard 
We are so very thankful for the support of the 
Emergency Management Association and the 
Army National Guard. Both are instrumental in 
helping Second Harvest meet the needs during 
this unprecedented time and do what we do 
best … feed people.

The EMA has contacted, supplied, and managed 
volunteers at all tailgate food distribution events, 
including the many extra events needed in our 
region to meet the need of struggling neighbors. 
The Army National Guard has talented and skilled 
people who have experience in warehouse logistics 
and licensed drivers to assist with food pick up, 
tailgate distribution, and agency partner deliveries.

Continued from Page 1
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One of the most important things we can do for the 
communities we serve is to have a strong team full of 
talented and dedicated professionals. Second Harvest 
is pleased and proud to announce two new staff 
members; Robby Tompkins and Molly Harty.

Robby Tompkins,  
Director of Philanthropy 
Robby Tompkins lives in downtown 
Muncie and is a graduate of Taylor 
University, where he studied non-profit 
administration and communications. 
He is a Certified Fund Raising Manager 
(CFRM) through the Indiana University 
Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 
and has been a director in non-profit 
leadership roles for the past fifteen years.

Tompkins previous professional experience includes being the 
Director of Development at LifeStream Services where he raised 
funds in twelve East Central Indiana counties. Prior to that role, 
Robby was the Director of Education and then the Executive Director 
at Cornerstone Center for the Arts. He also formed a non-profit 
consulting firm that has assisted several organizations with grant 
writing, fundraising, program management, and strategic planning.

Tompkins volunteers at numerous community events with Muncie 
Downtown Development Partnership and is a past volunteer and 
Board Member of Muncie Civic Theatre. Robby is also a past 
founding Board Member of the Muncie Arts and Culture Council.

Some of his community recognition include being a Ball Brothers 
Foundation Fellow, a recipient of the M Magazine 20 Under 40 
Professionals Award, and a graduate of the Shafer Leadership 
Academy.

Molly Harty, Grant Writer 
Molly is a lifelong resident of Delaware 
County. She is a graduate of Delta 
High School and Ball State University, 
with a B.S. degree in Entrepreneurship 
and Business Management.

“Molly’s experience in business 
planning and budgeting will be an 
asset in grant writing for Second 
Harvest,” stated Tim Kean, CEO/
President, Second Harvest Food Bank 
of East Central Indiana.

Molly is a member of Altrusa International of Muncie and a member 
of the Board of Directors for the Altrusa Foundation.

“Having previously worked on the retail side of non-profit as manager 
of The Orchard Shop at Minnestrista, I’m excited to transform my 
business planning skills into grant writing skills,” said Harty.

NEW TEAM MEMBERS 2020

BOARD MEMBERS
Jack Basler 
Healthcare Consultant 
New Castle, Indiana 
Board Chair

Tom Simpson 
Elite Print Services 
Muncie, Indiana 
Vice Chair

Jeff Sikora 
PrimeTrust Financial 
Muncie, Indiana 
Treasurer

Marcus Ritter 
Defense Finance & Accounting 
Service 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Secretary

Steve Davis 
Deltec Solutions 
Muncie, Indiana

Alexis Neal 
I.U. Health Ball Memorial Hospital 
Muncie, Indiana

Jena Ashby 
Habitat for Humanity 
Muncie, Indiana

Adam Unger 
Accutech Systems 
Muncie, Indiana

Linda Gregory 
Board of Works, City of Muncie 
Muncie, Indiana

Brian Nixon 
Brian Nixon Family Farms 
Yorktown, Indiana

Keith O’Neal 
Destiny Christian Church 
International, Inc. 
Muncie, Indiana

Joyce Turner 
Kroger (Pay Less) Store Manager 
Anderson, Indiana

Anthony Williams 
Southview Elementary 
Muncie, Indiana

Del Brinson 
Advanced Agrilytics 
Muncie, Indiana

Visit CureHunger.org for information 
on how you can join the fight to end 
food insecurity in East Central Indiana.
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Thank you, Forward S.T.E.P.S., 
for being a safe place in our 
community to learn and build 
relationships. I was looking 
for ways to positively impact 
my community and found 
Forward S.T.E.P.S. I became an 
ally because I wanted to help 
people, but my life has been 
enhanced in more ways than 
I can count. I have received 
much more than I have given.” 
 - Forward S.T.E.P.S. Ally

The food selection was amazing at The Big Idea event. There was a nice 
variety of healthy choices and families were pleased with the selection.” 
 - Amber, Elementary School Teacher
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“This is a wonderful program to help the seniors in our 
community get the food they need.” 
 - Dana, Nutrition Administrator

The tailgates are for everyone 
experiencing a food insecurity 
moment. You don’t have to 
provide proof of need. Come 
as you are. My favorite thing 
about a tailgate is how 
many people I see from the 
community who pick up for 
their neighbors or relatives 
who were unable to be there 
at the time of the tailgate. 
How wonderful to have a 
community that supports 
each other!” 
 - Tailgate Volunteer
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Second Harvest was founded in 1983 and 
we haven’t stopped fighting hunger since. 
As a non-profit organization, funded by 
philanthropic and community support, we’re 
devoted to feeding the hungry, advocating 
for those with food insecurity, and providing 
nutrition education. We fight hunger by 
working with partner agencies, local 
schools, corporate partners, and a wide 
network of volunteers to serve thousands of 
people each week.

We are so very thankful for all the positive 
communication and support we have 
received from Foundations and the 
business community. PrimeTrust Federal 
Credit Union went above and beyond as our 
primary sponsor for the Fill-A-Bowl event. 
You have truly stepped up and helped us 
move forward to reach thousands many 
families in need.

From all of us at Second Harvest Food Bank of East 
Central Indiana, we say, “Thank You!” Your support 
of Fill-A-Bowl 2020, truly amazed us. Your involvement, 
whether you were online, called us on the phone, or used 
our postal address, significantly helped us get through 
the increased need we are challenged with during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

On a regular schedule, 
before the COVID-19 
pandemic, nine Tailgate 
Food Distribution events 
are held throughout eight 
counties per month. A 
Tailgate Distribution event 
is held at a central location 

in a drive-thru fashion for everyone experiencing a food 
insecurity moment. No IDs, proof of address, or need is 
required. Come as you are.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, food bank 
volunteers are staying home while the need for food 
is increasing. Gov. Eric J. Holcomb activated Indiana 
Citizen-Soldiers to deploy Army National Guard 
resources to assist food banks in Indiana, including 
Second Harvest Food Bank of East Central Indiana.

From mid-May through April, 1,500,000 pounds of food 
has been distributed to our neighbors in need during 
26 Tailgate Distribution events, as well as, other Second 
Harvest initiatives:

• 4,800 families that are a part of the 35 Second 
Harvest The Big Idea initiative schools have received 
145,000 pounds of food.

• Agency Partners of Second Harvest include 
soup kitchens, church pantries, and shelters, 
for example. In this same six week period of 
time, 90 deliveries have been made to Agency 
Partners, totaling 45,900 pounds of food.

• Neighborhood Association leaders in Delaware 
County can contact Second Harvest and 
receive a large passenger van full of food to 
distribute to neighbors in need. 15,000 pounds 
of food have helped 750 families in this fashion 
of distribution during the past six weeks.

• 30 Army National Guard soldiers from A Co. 
113th BSB assisting with high food demand.

INITIATIVE UPDATES
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LifeStream Services and Second 
Harvest Food Bank of East 
Central Indiana are partnering 
to offer a senior food distribution 
site in Jay County. The location 
will provide assorted foods for 
seniors who are in need.

The Second Harvest Senior 
Safety Net food distribution 
will occur on the first Tuesday 
of the month beginning 
Tuesday, March 3 from 11:30am 
to 12:30pm at Asbury United 
Methodist Church located at  

204 E. Arch St. Portland, IN 47371. This program is available 
to those who are 60 years of age and older.

Dana Pierce, LifeStream’s Nutrition Administrator, shared, 
“This is a wonderful program to help the seniors in our 
community get the food they need.”

“Mobility and medical challenges set seniors up to be 
vulnerable to hunger,” added Tim Kean, President/CEO 
of Second Harvest. “Our Senior Safety Net initiative is 
designed to create an easy-to-access location for seniors 
to receive nutritious foods. We are excited to partner with 
LifeStream Services on this new location in the Portland/
Jay County area.”

Second Harvest supports eight Senior Safety Net initiatives 
in East Central Indiana.

On Thursday, 
March 26 we 
celebrated 
Christina, 
Keisha, LaToya, 
Maggie, 
Telisa, and 
Zsyneria, the 
six most recent 

graduates of Velocity #17 Training class.

Velocity, our 16 week Forward S.T.E.PS. 
engagement, provides a shared, safe 
space for participants to identify what has 
caused their daily instability, what has kept 
them there, and then to begin the process 
of examining safe and stable pathways 
to move toward and sustain long term 
stability. This class is presented through 16 
weeks of intense face to face workshops, 
homework assignments, group projects, 
and public presentations, facilitated by 
longtime volunteer, Nancy McWilliams.

The Velocity #17 celebration was like no other. In an effort to 
practice social distancing, we used technology to connect us 
virtually from the safety of our own homes. Participants shared 
their most significant “aha” moment, a little about their past 
and present experiences, as well as their future goals through 
use of a mental model, a 20x30 picture created by each 
participant. While this was not an ideal milestone celebration, 
we could not let the opportunity pass without acknowledging 
the hard work and dedication of our Velocity participants.

Nancy stated, “Every Velocity training class is unique, but 
this one stands out as one of my favorites for relationship 
building and dedication. Each participant was engaged 
from the beginning and found their own special way 
to build relationships while challenging one another. 
There were two participants, Christina and LaToya, who 
maintained perfect attendance and one participant, Telisa, 
who only missed once and was always on time. I have 
no doubt that this group will remain connected with the 
Forward S.T.E.P.S. community and with one another.”

For more information, contact Dorica Watson,  
DWatson@CureHunger.org

Our goal with 
The Big Idea 
Initiative is to 
help raise parent 
engagement by 
strengthening 
the relationships 
between the 
school and the 
families. We turn 
routine food 

distributions, filling a need week to week, 
into an opportunity to connect teachers, 
parents, and local organizations, helping 
students create plans and opportunities 
towards a successful future.

The COVID-19 pandemic closed all 35 
Big Idea participating schools for the rest 
of the year. Second Harvest is pleased 
and proud to announce that, to date, all 
families have still been receiving food 
boxes using drive-thru style distributions.

We would like to take this time to 
thank Sunni Matters, Director of Long-
Term Initiatives, and Daniel Klinestiver, 
AmeriCorps, along with the rest of the 
Second Harvest staff, for working the 
extra hours that it takes to accomplish a 
task of this level and commitment.
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Whether you’re giving time, talent, or treasure, Second Harvest Food Bank of East Central Indiana appreciates 
our donors. The great news is that there are an abundance of ways you can donate to Second Harvest. 

Here are just a few ways to donate:

Interested in learning more ways to donate to Second Harvest?  
Contact Robby Tompkins at RTompkins@CureHunger.org or (765) 287-8698 ext 119.

Create a Facebook fundraiser and 
share with friends and family to 

support Second Harvest.

Create a 
Facebook Fundraiser

Donate Online
Go to  

CureHunger.org/Get-Involved/Donate 
and click “Donate Now.”

Become a Monthly Donor
Select “monthly” under Donation Frequency 
when donating online through our website. 

A designated monthly donation of $25 
provides up to 100 meals!

Join a Donor 
Appreciation Circle

We have three giving circles that you can join:
Steve and Sarah Davis Impact Circle 

$1,000+/year for three years
Steve and Amy Bassett Leadership Circle 

$5,000+/year for three years
Linda Gregory Legacy Circle  

$60,000+

L: 6621 N. Old State Road 3, Muncie, IN 47303
P: (765) 287-8698
W: CureHunger.org

15-ECIIN-0520-N

Our partners contribute more than money. Their 
ideas, volunteer power, in-kind support, and more 
are helping build stronger communities.

With a vision to see people in East Central Indiana 
free from hunger and self-sufficient, Second 
Harvest’s mission is to provide help for today by 
feeding the hungry, and hope for tomorrow by 
addressing the causes of food insecurity while 
empowering people toward self-sufficiency.

In order to do so, we rely on the generous support of 
individuals, corporations, and community partners.

OUR PARTNERS


