
Fall is on the way

Hello Friends, 

Many things change with the beginning of fall. Kids are back in school which means fees, school clothes, 
new classes and teachers as well as changes in morning and evening routines at home. Many things change 
for senior citizens as well: concern about the preparation of the house for colder weather, increased utility 
costs, reliable transportation in colder weather and juggling variables with a fixed income. The general 
public will begin to think about fall sports, festivals, harvests and community projects. What changes 
do you anticipate, any or all, of the above? Many refer to this time of year as to when things get back to 
normal. I think that might be a slightly outdated concept, maybe back to the times of Ozzie and Harriet, if 
you can even remember who they are. More modern versions seem kind of blurry to distinguish.

The picture of the fall season at Second Harvest Food Bank is filled with many activities. This year we will 
engage our new Retiree Volunteer Group in many projects to help us accomplish valuable and necessary 
tasks and have some fun along the way. Please contact John Nieman, our Director of Food Procurement 
and Volunteers at jnieman@curehunger.org if you are interested in joining others who are making a 
difference and having fun doing it. We also will be holding our annual agency conference with all our 
agency and program representatives here in our community room for a day of idea sharing and some 
annual training. We will also be sharing with the public the new data from the Hunger Study 2014 in late 
September or early October. This data is gathered in a national study once every four years and gives the 
most in-depth analysis of hunger in our communities that is available. One thing is for sure, this 
circumstance of food insecurity is part of everyday living for 40 to 50 million people in our 
country no matter what season it is. In your hometown, it has reached your neighbors, 
friends, people who attend your church and kids sitting next to your kids in the classroom. 

Let’s pull together this fall and make a positive impact on a problem that is solvable. 

Tim Kean 
President & CEO

A NOTE FROM TIM

FALL 2014

Food News



2

AGENC Y SPOTLIGHT

The mission of the Winchester Area Churches and 
Community Food Pantry (WACCFP) is to work as 
a community to engage, educate and increase access 
to nutritious, supplemental food.  To best satisfy this 
mission, the church and community volunteers in 
Winchester are building a new food pantry called the 
Shalom Center.

“The word ‘shalom’ doesn’t just mean peace; it’s a word 
that describes wholeness and that’s what we want.  It’s 
more than relieving hunger; it’s improving wholeness 
of the mind, body and spirit,” said Pam Ferguson, co-
pastor at Winchester Friends Church with her husband, 
Ron, both of whom are largely involved with the 
creation of the Shalom Center.

The new pantry, located on the property of St. Vincent 
Randolph Hospital, has been built entirely with the 
help of volunteers.  Unlike the old pantry, located in the 
Randolph County Center for Family Opportunities, the 
Shalom Center stands alone and offers its own waiting 
area, office space, bathroom and kitchen.

The most important new features that distinguish the 
Shalom Center from the old WACCFP, according to 
Pam Ferguson, are the walk-in cooler and walk-in 
freezer.  With these provisions, the food pantry can 
store fresh fruits, vegetables and meat.  The kitchen is 
also an essential upgrade from the old pantry because it 
provides a way to make meals and teach about recipes 
using canned goods that often aren’t chosen due to 
unawareness of how to prepare them.

Structurally, the Shalom Center was built to ensure 
cost efficiency and to create as little waste as possible.  
Several of the lights in the center are solar-powered, 
using no electricity at all and the building’s insulation 
is extremely thick to help keep the building at a steady, 
comfortable temperature through all four seasons.  
Outside the Shalom Center is a composter that will 
make organic compost out of any spoiled food that 
the pantry might receive.  The compost will be used in 
raised bed gardens alongside the center that will grow 
fresh fruits and vegetables.

Winchester Area Churches and 
Community Food Pantry

The waiting room for the old WACCFP was located in the 
Randolph County Center for Family Opportunity offering no 
privacy to those getting food.

The office and storage space of the old WACCFP.

Shalom Center: The left side is where the kitchen will be and there 
will be a sink and storage area on the right side.

This is the view from the front door of the Shalom Center.  This 
room will be the waiting area.  From left to right, the door to the 
office, door to the bathroom, door to kitchen and food storage 
area.  The wall on the right is removable.



In less than a month, seven-year-old artist Molly 
Piazza has raised enough money for Second Harvest to 
provide 228 bags for children participating in the Food 
4 Kids program.

Molly, who starts second grade this fall, crafts print 
artwork in her spare time using paint, colored pencils, 
pastels and other forms of media.  When Molly 
expressed her desire to raise money for Second Harvest 
to benefit food-insecure children in East Central 
Indiana, her mother Elizabeth Piazza saw her artwork 
as an opportunity.

On May 23, Elizabeth set up the Facebook page, “Molly 
Bear Cares,” for Molly to sell her artwork at $5 for a 5x7 
piece and $10 for an 8x10.  Molly’s goal was to have 60 
likes on the page by the end of the summer—there are 
now more than 450.

“We thought it would just be family and friends liking 
the page and supporting the project, but it’s quickly 
grown more popular than we ever expected,” said 
Elizabeth, who warned Molly when the project started 
that her goals may have been set too high.

Molly’s primary financial goal was to raise $800 for 
Second Harvest by the end of the summer.  Three 
weeks into the project, Molly exceeded her goal by 
$110, raising a total of $910 for the food bank.  She is 
now working on raising another $800 to provide school 
supplies for local children in need.

Molly and Elizabeth visited Second Harvest this 
summer and will be volunteering their time.  Molly 
met President and CEO of Second Harvest Tim Kean, 
took a tour of the warehouse and learned more about 
Second Harvest food programs.  The Piazzas said they 
hope to also donate fresh fruits and vegetables to the 
food bank from their garden.

Molly Piazza’s philanthropic work 
is so remarkable that she was 
recognized at a Muncie City 
Council meeting in July.  It 
will be exciting for the city of 
Muncie to see what Molly will 
do for her community as “Molly 
Bear Cares” continues to grow.
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Because the Shalom Center is so spacious, the building 
will hold classes on financial independence for Randolph 
County residents in addition to serving food.  The classes 
are meant to improve the wholeness of the attendees and 
decrease their likelihood of living in poverty.

The Shalom Center will serve around 300 households 
in Randolph County each month and has only a few 
more adjustments before it can open its doors to the 
community.  “We’ve put a lot of time and work into this 
and it will be an exciting day when it’s finally complete,” 
said Ferguson.

Molly Piazza

The Shalom Center was given permission to maintain a raised bed 
garden to harvest fresh fruits and vegetables.  The tire indicates the 
start of this project.

Front view of the Shalom Center.  Seen on the left is a composter, 
which will help make use of any spoiled food.

WINCHESTER AREA CHURCHES AND COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY
Agency Spotlight Continued



Go Green  Please 
call or e-mail if you’d like 
us to communicate with 
you via e-mail and save on 
printing and mailing costs. 
Contact 765-287-8698.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

6621 N. Old SR3
Muncie, IN 47303-0000
765-287-8698
www.curehunger.org
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Every Monday morning, Second Harvest 
can count on retiree Mick Kissick to walk 
through the door ready to volunteer.  
Kissick is one of the most dedicated and 
enthusiastic volunteers Second Harvest 
has had, according to John Nieman, 
Director of Procurement & Volunteers.

“I’m retired, so this is a nice way to get 
some exercise and develop friendships 
with other volunteers and the Second 
Harvest staff, as well,” said Kissick, who 
has been volunteering at Second Harvest 
since January 2013.

Kissick, along with other volunteers, 
sorts through food in the Second 
Harvest warehouse and prepares the 
food items to be sent out to the eight 
counties that Second Harvest serves.  
Kissick also likes helping at the tailgates 
because it gives him an opportunity to 
get some fresh air while he volunteers.

Kissick has enjoyed his time volunteering so much that he is encouraging his 
grandchildren to help out at tailgates with him.  He believes doing so will help them 
gain an understanding of how important volunteer work is to the community.

Mick Kissick

DIRECTIONS TO SECOND HARVEST

A.  Coming from Riggin Road in Muncie, go North 
on Old SR 3. Prepare to make a left turn between the 
guard rails before the overpass. Watch for the Second 
Harvest  sign 1/2 mile north.

B.  There is no entrance from US 35/67/3 although 
you will see our complex as you drive by. Exit toward 
BSU and take the first right. Look for our sign.

Take the road around to the site. The entrance is 
located in the back of the complex in Building #4.


